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By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

One of the most well-known gospel hymns ever, along with “Amazing Grace,” is “The Old Rugged 
Cross.” Many Christians having grown up in the last century know the words of this hymn by heart, as 
they say in the South. It’s a hymn that’s been performed by countless recording stars – from Elvis Presley 
to Brad Paisley. And it’s 100 years old this year.  

Erik Routley, a respected minister, composer and musicologist described the beloved hymn in a 1967 
publication as “a monstrous blasphemy.” He explained his comment by saying, “I believe it to be wrong, 
misleading and spiritually wicked to treat the Cross as affectionately as that lyric does.”  Well! No cherish-
ing the old rugged cross for him! His opinion, coming some fifty years after the hymn had been intro-
duced to the public, had little impact because by that time, “The Old Rugged Cross” had become a favor-
ite hymn and was being widely used in churches across America. Routley, however, hadn’t quite closed 
his mind on the hymn and went on to say, “I may yet learn that with all its unspeakable vulgarity it has 
said something authentic to somebody.” Routley has it partly right. This hymn has spoken to many people 
through the years and not in tones of “unspeakable vulgarity” but with the message of the gospel. In 
time, the song even won over some others who initially considered it both theologically and musically de-
fective. Carlton R. Young, editor of our current United Methodist Hymnal, explains that his “understanding 
of the compelling witness for the gospel in this hymn, despite its perceived theological and musical short-
comings, began to be formed . . . after hearing it requested and then performed in Preservation Hall, New 
Orleans.” 

This year is the 100th anniversary of “The Old Rugged Cross,” and it remains a favorite. It was written 
in 1912 by evangelist and song-leader George Bennard, and though the years have passed, there is 
freshness every time I hear this beloved hymn sung. Bennard was a resident of Youngstown, Ohio, but 
was raised in Iowa. He was converted in a Salvation Army meeting. Later, he and his wife developed into 
brigade leaders. After they left the group to become part of the Methodist Church, Bennard became a 
Methodist evangelist.  

Bennard was lodging in the Methodist parsonage at Pokagon, Michigan when he penned these mas-
terful words. He had long been praying for a fuller understanding of the meaning of the Cross of Christ to 
Christianity and himself. After many hours of study and meditation, he says it all became so real to him as 
if reading John 3:16 coming alive and taking form. While holding a series of services in the Pokagon 
Church, he finally perfected his song and wrote down the words and music.  His wife Hannah said, “My 
husband began writing this song in 1912, and he wrote it over a period of a year. During that year he 
went through a very severe ‘life test’ which inspired him to write it. He told the story in every state of the 
Union, except two, Utah and Louisiana.”  Charles H. Gabriel, a popular gospel-song writer and composer 
helped Bennard with the harmony. The finalized version was first perfected and performed on June 7, 
1913, by a five-member choir in Pokagon, Michigan. It became popular during the revival campaigns of 
Billy Sunday. 

I suspect that for George Bennard, cherishing “the old rugged cross,” meant not that he cherished the 
physical suffering and death of Jesus on a cruel wooden cross on a hill outside of Jerusalem, but that 
cherishing the Cross was a genuine emotion for Bennard for what God had done for him in the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus. There are many theories about how the saving work of Christ takes effect but 
none of them is quite satisfactory. None approaches the mystery which is embodied in Christ’s death on 
the cross. All we know is that, from the testimony of Scripture and in our own experience, God in Christ 
did something decisive at Calvary that won a victory that brought humanity back into loving relationship 
with God, a love that has no end. What George Bennard experienced about the meaning of the Cross that 
compelled him to write this great hymn may not speak to everyone, but for me the cross remains, as the 
song says, “an emblem of suffering and shame . . . where the dearest and best for a world of lost sinners 
was slain.” 



 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

I grew up in a small church, a Cheers kind of church where everybody knew my 
name, so the first time I stepped into WUMC as a William & Mary freshman, I was 
overwhelmed.  I was overwhelmed by the size, I was overwhelmed by the re-
sources, and I was overwhelmed by the seeming formality of things.  I didn’t know 
that I would ever feel at home, and yet over the next four years WUMC did become 
a church home to me as I worshipped here every Sunday, learned to play hand-
bells, and interned at Respite Care.  It’s safe to say that finding a home at WUMC 
during college stretched my idea of what church meant, and helped me to know 
that God needs big churches and small churches alike.  Still, the last thing I imag-
ined was that one day just a few years later I’d be standing behind the pulpit. 

And yet here I’ve been for the past few years, and WUMC certainly feels like 
more of a home than ever.  During this time you’ve welcomed me, invited me to 
dinner, made me special vegetarian food at pot lucks.  You’ve supported me 
through the ordination process.  You’ve asked questions and we’ve had some good 
conversations.  You’ve let me into your lives in times of sickness and the death of 
loved ones.  We’ve been in mission together, measuring rice for Stop Hunger Now, 
pulling up hurricane damaged sub-flooring, helping kids with their English in Hon-
duras. 

And it’s been an exciting three years as we’ve begun responding in new ways to 
our neighbors in need, near and far.  This winter we enthusiastically opened our 
doors to give our homeless neighbors a good meal and a warm place to sleep.  
Now we’re beginning to get involved in new ways to find more permanent solutions 
to homelessness, one family at a time.  We sent a church mission team to Hondu-
ras this spring and are continuing to talk about new and strengthened ways to be a 
church in mission to the world.  God has been moving here in Williamsburg in these 
past few years, and I’m so glad I’ve gotten to be a part of it. 

I’m looking forward to what’s next, too.  As I head off to be the pastor of Ar-
lington Temple UMC in the Rosslyn neighborhood of Arlington, I know that I am 
entering ministry in a very different context.  I’m going back to my small church 
roots, for one thing.  ATUMC is an ethnically diverse congregation in an urban busi-
ness district where residents are by and large young adults.  It’s also, I think, an 
area where need in the community isn’t as well hidden as it can be here in Wil-
liamsburg.  I am looking forward to new challenges and new blessings related to all 
of those things.  But I am also confident that skills I have learned and honed here 
in my first pastoral appointment have prepared me for the future.   Meanwhile, as I 
turn my portion of the reins over to Kay Barre, I’m excited for her ministry with you 
all, too, and to see and hear what God has in store for WUMC. 

I said a few weeks ago, on Ascension Sunday, as the disciples watched Jesus 
leave and awaited the Holy Spirit, that God always promises to be present in the 
future just as God has been in the past—just in new ways.  I believe it—for all of 
us. 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
June 2013 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, June 3 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will be pro-
vided by circle members.  The Early Childhood Music School will be the beneficiary of our 
collection. 
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, June 4.  Covered Dish Picnic.  Carpool from the Church 
at 10:45 a.m. to the home of Virginia Morgan, 140 William Richmond. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, June 4 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.  We will 
put health kits together and celebrate the summer with refreshments. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, June 5 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Our speaker 
will be Pat Maehr from Heart Havens.  A short program will follow on Child Abuse from the 
RESPONSE magazine given by Elaine Howell. 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, June 10 at 11:30 a.m. in Room 309 for a covered dish lunch-
eon.  Tentative plans are to count and bag vitamins for LHOH. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, June 11 at noon at the Waypoint Grill for lunch.  Please note 
the change in the usual meeting time.  
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, June 11 at 6:00 p.m. at Food For Thought on Richmond 
Road for an evening of dining and fellowship. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, June 18 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Land-
ing Main Building. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – No regular circle meetings planned for June, July, and August. 
 
 

Important Date to Remember 
 

UMW Day - Saturday, June 1 at Ferrum College 

Save the Date!! 
Sunday, July 21, Noon, Fellowship Hall 

Celebrate with us 50 years to the day from the groundbreaking of the 
Jamestown Road church building. Plans include a potluck lunch and hymn 
sing. There will be displays of WUMC historical items as well as an exclusive 
presentation of the Colonial Williamsburg “Harvard Footage,” showing Duke 
of Gloucester street before and after the restoration, footage that includes 
view of the previous Methodist church buildings. 

 Have a classic car?  Plan to drive it to church that day! 
 

Celebrating 200 Years of Ministry  
& 

50 Years on Jamestown Road!! 



 

UMW Bazaar News 
This month we are featuring several of our 

Bazaar Booths . . . they are: 

This year the main focus for the Social Action 
Priority for United Methodist Women is child abuse.  
An agency in our community, CASA (Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates) advocates for abused 
and neglected children. Our UMW Circles heard rele-
vant speakers from CASA who shared their experi-
ences and relationships with the children.   School 
supplies are important to support the children at 
CASA as they start the school year.  Please consider 
a contribution.   

There will be a box in the closet at the back en-
trance at church for collection.  Items needed are: 

Binders (2” or 3”) 

Loose leaf paper (college rule & wide rule) 

Small bottles of hand sanitizer 

Post-it notes 

5 subject notebooks 

Zip drives 

Ink pens (black, blue, red or green) 

Backpacks of all sizes and colors 

Glue sticks 

Pencils 

Little scissors 

Composition notebooks (not spiral bound) 

Colored pencils 

Crayons 

Box of Kleenex 

Pencil pouches 

Crayons 

Attic Treasures 

Attic Treasures will be chaired by 
the Susanna Wesley Circle. As you 
read this, please consider donating 
something you have had for years and 
no longer wish to keep.  We are look-
ing for items such as pitchers, glass 

dishes, glassware of any kind, figurines, nice vases, 
platters, etc.   

If you aren’t sure about donating an 
item, contact Marilyn Riddle (229-2177) or 
Joanne Sutlive (253-0754). 

Jewelry, etc. 

Carol Scott Circle members will 
be in charge of this booth.  Each 
year this booth has grown to in-
clude purses, billfolds, scarves, nice 

handkerchiefs, belts and small hand 
mirrors.  Jewelry boxes and men’s jewelry 

are also accepted.   

If you aren’t sure about donating 
an item, contact Nancy Ward (229-
5108) or any Carol Scott Circle mem-
ber. 

Pennies From Heaven 

Each Sunday at the Connection 
Corner, you will see a large vase with 
pennies in it.  We are asking  every-
one  to drop in pennies for our 
“Pennies from Heaven” project (it’s 
like the button vase we had 2 yrs. 
ago).  A sign will be attached and a 

good thing will come from this . . . wait and see! 

Remember, beginning June 7 we will be accept-
ing bazaar items in Room 303 from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. for all booths except furniture and bake 
sale items which will be collected later.  If you 
make jellies, jams, pickles, etc., put several aside 
for the Bake Table!! 

Other questions concerning the bazaar may be 
directed to co-chairs Carolyn Munro (259-9833) or 
Bonnie Knizatko (253-0992). 

The deadline is July 26!!   



 

Adult Mission with 
Youth:  Volunteers 

Needed 
 

Middle School students will return to Jeremiah 
Project ("JP") at Hunting Ridge Retreat the week of 
July 14 - 20. The Jeremiah Project (JP) has served 
the communities around Winchester, VA and Rom-
ney, WV, providing a unique home-repair ministry.  
Youth are placed into work teams for the week and 
perform various home repairs for the elderly, low 
income, and those living with physical and mental 
disabilities. In addition to the physical service, JP 
also provides a “ministry of presence” to its clients 
and introduces students to the experience of Chris-
tian mission.    

We are still seeking adult leadership for JP.   We 
need adults to support our youth and make this trip 
possible!  Volunteers must be at least 21 years of 
age and agree to a background check. No construc-
tion skill required, but love of missions (and middle 
school youth) is a must! Interested and/or qualified 
adults should reply to Rev. Kay Barre (229-1771 ext 
357) or kbarre@williamsburgumc.org for more 
information. 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our  church.   The address  is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 

Ages Kindergarten through 5th grade, please 
come to room 302 beginning Sunday, June 16.  Pre-
schoolers are still with Miss Bonnie in room 207. 

WITH APPRECIATION 

Thank you so much to our wonderful children’s 
Sunday School teachers who give so much of their 
time to teach our children each Sunday!  Please say 
“thank you” to each of these dedicated people:  
Bonnie Brothers, Amanda Schmidt, Marian Allen, 
Sarah Browning, Patsy Bevan, Susan Stephens, Ben 
and Kristy Hill and Anthony Batterton. 

Thank you also to our Children’s Church volun-
teers who are willing to give up their time of wor-
ship to minister to our children:  Marian Allen, Patsy 
Bevan, Cindy Banek, Ben and Kristy Hill and Susan 
Stephens. 

If you would like to be a part of our children’s 
Sunday team, contact Cindy Banek (229-1771). 

Disciple IV Graduates 
Congratulations to the following people for 

successfully completing the 32 week Disciple IV Bi-
ble Study course:  Jennifer Anderson, Ann Boyle, 
Janet Dugas, Joy Mair, and Mary L. Brett Wright.  
Facilitator:  Cindy Banek. 

Sunday School News 

mailto:kbarre@williamsburgumc.org
http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Do you have an 
article for the 
Newsletter? 

 

If you would like to submit an 
article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles sub-
mitted should be typed or neatly printed, limited to 
a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for 
grammar, spelling and content.  They can be sub-
mitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

HIGH SCHOOL  
 

Annandale HS, Alexandria, VA 
 Leila Soulen 
 

Bruton HS & New Horizons Technical Center 
 Brad Phinney – plans to attend Thomas Nelson 

Community College 
 

Jamestown HS 
 Jordan Bruss – plans to attend Longwood Uni-

versity 
 James Reed McCarter – plans to attend Georgia 

Institute of Technology 
 

Lafayette HS 
 Mary Ellen Buckner – plans to attend George 

Mason University 
 Charlotte Chambers – plans to attend University 

of Virginia 
 

Magruder HS, Rockville, MD 
 Christine Junod 

 

Maury HS, Norfolk, VA 
 Jack Soulen 

 

Mt. Tabor HS, Winston Salem, NC 
 Nathan Soulen 

 

Seton Home Study School 
 Erika Sharp 

 

Warhill HS 
 Haley Elizabeth Massaro – plans to attend James 

Madison University  

COLLEGE WITH DEGREES IN . . . 
 

College of William and Mary 
 Blair Hailey – BA in Religious Studies, Minor in 

History 
 

Elon University 
 Kathryn Scott Arbuckle – Degree in Creative 

Writing 
 

George Mason University 
 Christopher Rudnicky – BS in Psychology 

 

James Madison University 
 Nathan Hale Yowell – BS in Health Services Ad-

ministration (Cum Laude) 
 

Old Dominion University 
 Jennifer McConnell Cable – Doctorate of Physical 

Therapy 
 

Shenandoah University 
 Kristin Potter – BS University Studies and 

Teacher Licensure  
 

University of Maryland 
 Roderick D. Sharp – Masters in Cyber Computer 

Congratulations to Our Recent Graduates From 

Join us on June 24 - 28 from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
for "Kingdom Rock:  Where Kids Stand Strong for 
God!"  VBS is open to children ages 3-years-old 
through rising 6th grade.  We still have a critical 
need for small group leaders 
(no experience) and leaders 
in the areas of crafts and 
music. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n 
forms are located at 
Connection Corner.  
For more informa-
tion, contact Cindy 
Banek (229-1771). 

Register now 

For Vacation 

Bible School!  

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

The week of May 6 – 11 was busy 
for the Early Childhood Music 

School faculty and students as the 
children in Kindergarten and above 
participated in their annual closing 
programs.  Hundreds of parents, 
grandparents and other guests 

attended celebrations in which the 
students performed some of their 

favorite songs, dances and 
instrumental activities. 

For the first time, the ECMS 5-day Summer 
Sessions will include group piano for adults.  The 
classes, offered at 1:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. June 3 
– 7 and July 22 – 26 are open to adults who have 
had some previous keyboard experience.  They 

will include duets and other ensemble 
experiences designed to accommodate multiple 

levels in the same class.   

Group Piano for Adults added 
to ECMS Summer Sessions 

Closing Program 

Memories 

For information, contact Cindy Freeman 
(229-1771 ext 108) or  

cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org


 

Thank You 
On April 26, approximately 250 

people filled the Fellowship Hall to 
Sing Along with former pastor Kirk 
Mariner.  He entertained us with 

Sing Along songs, original  
compositions, and lots of humor.   
Thanks to generous attendees, 

Leonarda’s Home of Hope netted 
$9000 to be used in the  

construction of a new orphanage 
in Limón, Honduras.   

  

Thanks, 
Ken Hook 

Premier Bell Choir Performs at 

Williamsburg UMC  
 

The South’s premier youth handbell choir, The Bells of Christ Church, will present their summer con-
cert tour at Williamsburg United Methodist Church on Sunday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This ex-
ceptional bell ensemble, under the direction of music director Mark Williams, hails from historic Christ Church 
Anglican (1733) in downtown Savannah, Georgia.  

Ringing on 12 octaves of handbells and chimes, 
The Bells of Christ Church has performed in Wash-
ington, D.C., Colonial Williamsburg, by invitation at 
the International Music Festival Spoleto in Charleston, 
S.C., and throughout the southern United States. The 
auditioned 14-member bell choir, now in its 15th year, 
is made up of college and high school students who 
have produced two professional recordings to date. 

The 1.5 hour-long concert includes some of the 
finest bell repertoire in the genre and includes a his-
tory of bells and handbells. The program is design to 
be entertaining for the whole family.  

Admission is free and open to the public.  

Summer Choir 
Begins June 2  

 

Each summer members of 
our three adult choirs take 
some well-deserved time off to 
go on vacation, travel the 
world, visit children and grand-
children, go on cruise ships, 

etc. During this time we invite any and all who 
would like to sing in the choir to join us on Sunday 
mornings. There are no weekly rehearsals. You may 
simply come to the Choir Room 114 on any Sunday 
morning at 7:40 a.m. (to sing for the first service at 
8:15 a.m.) or at 10:25 a.m. (to sing in the second 
service at 11:00 a.m.). We will assign you a choir 
robe and learn an easy hymn arrangement and the 
service music for that morning’s service.  

For more info contact Richard Sowers (229-
1771) or  rsowers@williamsburgumc.org. 

mailto:rsowers@williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to the families of those who 
have passed away during the 

month of May: 

Jan Brown, 

daughter of Stan and Judy Brown 

Thank You from the Kairos 
Prison Ministry 

 

The Kairos four day retreat took place at Greens-
ville Correctional Center April 25 - 28 and the 42 in-
mate candidates were supported by an outside team 
of 30 volunteers and their churches.  The inmate 
candidates were overwhelmed by the agape love 
shown by the churches supporting the weekend and 
one of the many things they learned was that as 
Christians, they too are members of the body of 
Christ, no matter where they are. 

Some of the comments made by the inmate can-
didates: 

 I arrived beaten down, broken, no bible in my 

life, always short changing God.  This weekend I 
found love, peace, and the bible. 

 I didn't know what spiritual condition 

meant.  Now I understand what it means and I 
want to develop mine. 

 I arrived mixed up and now I'm fixed up. 

 During this weekend, I found love, friendship, 

and learned that I am not alone. 

 Most of my life I've been messed up and just 

followed my emotions and impulses.  Now I 
know that I can change and have a purpose - 
following Jesus. 

 After this weekend, I know I can open up more 

and develop good relationships. 

 I know that I am a member of the greatest fam-

ily in the world, the family of God. 

 I didn't arrive here with any spiritual condition 

but now I have one. 

 I have a hunger for God and His word  that I 

didn't know was in me. 

 I discovered love and an understanding of who 

God is. 

These comments were made by inmates during 
an open mic session on Saturday, April 27.  The gen-
erosity of the Williamsburg Church and their prayers 
played a big role in bringing the Good News of the 
Gospel to many who desperately needed it.  Thank 
you all very much on behalf of the candidates of Kai-
ros #41 at Greensville Correctional Center."  

Shepherd’s Fold 
Shepherd’s Fold needs your help! One of the 

activities the Shepherd’s Fold volunteers perform is 
visiting our church members who are no longer able 
to attend service. We not only provide a valuable 
link to their church, but also let them know that 
they are not forgotten and are loved by their church 
family. Visits may be as often (at least once a 
month) and as long as you 
like. Volunteers have re-
ported many lasting friend-
ships resulting from theses 
visits.  Interested? Contact 
Vikki DiToto (903-4976) or 
vikkilynn@cox.net. 

Mother’s Day Out 

Board Needs You! 

The Mother’s Day Out program is  
seeking new board members. If you are 
interested in serving 
on the MDO board, 

please contact  
MDO Board Chair, 
Melissa Cantrell  
(220-1446) or  

meljoe4@cox.net. 

mailto:vikkilynn@cox.net
mailto:meljoe4@cox.net


 

given in memory of Adli Alliss from 

given in memory of Patricia Ann Richardson from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Vic Zodda 

 Mr. & Mrs. Phil Magruder 

 WUMC Fellowship Class 

Many Acts of Kindness from Respite Volunteers  
 

Respite participants and staff recently honored our wonderful volunteers with home-made corsages at a 
reception held April 25.  “Without our volunteers, we could not do the work we do,” states Carolyn Yowell. 

“Sharing their passions and talents in art, music, dance, and gardening touches the souls of attendees.  
Sharing their compassion builds friendships, lifting spirits.  Shopping for our groceries and framing our art-
work saves precious staff time.  Assembling cookbooks, selling tickets to our annual Carrabba’s fund raiser, 
and donating supplies strengthens our bottom line.  Guiding our future direction as board members ensures 
our solid foundation.  These many acts of kindness play a significant role in what we have been able to ac-
complish in this community.” 

Respite volunteers serve over 200 hours per month, representing a value of over $50,000/year! 
(independentsector.org assesses 1 hour of volunteer time at $22.14.)  Williamsburg caregivers and their 
loved ones are receiving over 1000 hours of care per month from WUMC’s Respite program!  This community 
ministry truly encompasses WUMC’s mission of “welcoming our neighbors” and “transforming our world.” 

On behalf of the Respite Care Team and our 29 
participants, we thank each of our volunteers for their 
kindness. 

Learn more about our activities at Respite Care by 
visiting our updated webpage at: 
h t t p : / / w w w . w i l l i a m s b u r g u m c . o r g / # /
community-ministries/respite-care-center 

Carolyn Yowell, Executive Director 

Respite’s volunteers honored at a reception in April 

given in memory of Robyn McKenzie Gohsman from 

 Mr. & Mrs. B.J. Joyner III 

 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Brown 

 Synerject 

 Mr. & Mrs. David Fazzone 

 Mr. Lee Barnes 

 Mrs. Sandy Slovak 

 Mrs. Mary Lou Ferrier 

 Mr. Terry Gohsman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Harold Bohannon, Jr. 

 Mrs. Lois Bushaw 

 Pat Alexander 

 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Smith, Sherry Gillett & Linda Simmons 

given in memory of Shirley Alexander from 

 Mrs. Jean Patterson        

 Mr. & Mrs. Fred Mayfield 

 Mrs. Lucy Ringler 

 Ms. Debra Carpenter 

 Mr. & Mrs. Phil Magruder 

 Ms. Linda Wilkes 

 Mr. Kenneth Black II         

 Mr. & Mrs.  Paul Reynolds 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dick Dexter 

 Mrs. Marijane Harper 

 Mr. Zadig Setian    

http://www.independentsector.org/
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/community-ministries/respite-care-center
http://www.williamsburgumc.org/#/community-ministries/respite-care-center
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Are you looking for some substantial food for thought.  Check out Shawn Wood’s Wasabi Gospel.  “I 
love Asian food”, is the way Wood begins this thought provoking and challenging book.  Dining out with 
friends in 1996 he took a large bite of the “cute little Japanese butter.”  He writes, “I have never forgotten 
that moment.”  p. xv.  Using this experience as a backdrop he talks about what he considers to be Wasabi 
punches in scripture.  For example, the mercy statement in the Beatitudes does not tell you to be nice and 
help other people so that you will be helped in return.  In Wood’s words Jesus is telling us that, “When some-
one hurts you in the worse kind of way, and when they owe you more than they could every pay back . . . let 
them off the hook.  You know why?  Because that is what I did for you.”  pp. 6-7.  Wood’s hope is that the 
words of Jesus will “punch you in the gut” and affect you for a lifetime.  Our thanks to Denise Hinders for this 
enticing review.  You’ll find this book with the UMW Reading Club Selections on the shelves to the right as 
you enter the library. 

Our children will want to get to know Isabella, an imaginative little gift who turns an ordinary day into an 
extraordinary one in My Name Is Not Isabella.  Join her on a heartwarming adventure as she aspires to be 
the amazing women who changed history, inspiring your girls along the way to shine and realize their true 

capabilities.  Our thanks to Joyce Hedgepeth for the gift of this delightful book in 
honor of her great granddaughter, Isabella Sofia Wooddell.  Among other books 
featured this month are How to Babysit a Grandpa, Say Daddy, The Loving 
Father and Granddad’s Prayers of the Earth. 
  

“A truly good book teaches me better than to read it.  I must soon lay it down, 
and commence living on its hint . . . What I began by reading, 

I must finish by acting.”  --Henry David Thoreau 

Library News 


